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fighter Pays a Visit to

the United States.

After Achieving Fame in Mexico
She Comes to New

York Citv.

The Romance That Began at
Hacienda and Ended in

the Arena

FAITHLESS LOVER, FICKLE COUNTESS.

Jealousy fnspires 3 Victory Which Thou
sands Applaud to the Echo.A

Story of Love That Rivals
Fiction.

Spain's first female bull fighter Is In New
York. She is the Senorlta Provldencia, and
has journeyed from charming Seville to see

for herself the land with the discovery of
which Spain had so much to do. She first
went to Mexico, and from there has come

to New York. Safely lodged at the Hotel
Espanola, on Fourteenth street, she Is form¬
ing a very pleasant opinion of America and
the Americans.
"Be seated," said the senorlta to me

when I called. She extended her hand gra¬
ciously and led me to a small table, tak¬
ing her seat opposite. The maid, at a call
from her mistress, brought some Turkish
cigarettes and a bottle of Vino de Malaga,
and we were left alone to our tete-a-tete.
"You know that I have recently fought

scrawny bulls In Mexico," she continued.
"It was an easy matter to put those un¬

worthy animals to rout; and now I am on

' my way back to Spain.
"But, senorita, how came you to take up

such a hazardous profession?"
"Hazardous? Poof! There Is no dangen

In it, once you know how to stand tran¬

quil before the bull. It is an art, though,
after all. In the first place I was born
and bred on a farm. My father once owned
the finest ganaderia of fightifig bulls in

lower Spain. As a girl I roamed the fields
and hills in company with my brothers;
made the acauaintance of the semi-savage
herdsmen, almost as fierce as the bulls
themselves, and even got on friendly terms
with the animals. You know, it is danger¬
ous for a stranger to even approach a pas¬
ture in which fighting bulls are kept, for
they will rush upon and gore him at sight.
But they came to know me, and mauy were

the pets I had among those noble bep^ts,
raised there for slaughter in the bull pens
of Seville and Granada.
"Well, as the years rolled on I finally

came to be a strong, athletic gir'. I was
as much at home at the private torrida,
where we tested the valor of our bulls, and
as much accustomed to tl saddle as my
own brothers. My fathjr always said that
I should have been born a boy. You won¬

der how 1 dared 10 such a thing as to
become a fig** ot bulls in the ring? Ah,
well, it tt 1 for love. You see I was,

strong and healthy, a daring
jxnan, a good shot with the rifle

and revolver, but as to education of the
sort acquired in schools I had none. I was
perfectly unsophisticated. There came to
our farm the son of the noble house of
Medina Sidonia, whose uncle on the moth¬
er's side owned thousands of acres, castles
on a dozen hill-tops, and even towns and
villages. He was the scapegrace of the
family, but I did not know it. He appeared
all that my romantic imagination depicted,
the knight who some time would win my
heart. Of coarse he did it. Of course I
eventually overcame my Infatuation, but it
was not until after a long and cruel experi¬
ence, and after I had taken the fatal step
that threw me into the bull ring and alien¬
ated my family.
"It came about in this wise: After en¬

snaring my affections this gallant disap¬
peared. For a long time I heard nothing
of him. when one day one of our herdsmen
came back from Seville, whither he had
taken a cavalcade of bulls for the ring, and
told me privately that he had seen my gay
Lothario, and that he was now the favorite
toreador of the year. He added that a

certain Countess was said to be very much
in love with him, and always attended the
corridas when he fought, and showered
him with flowers and favors.
"Upon hearing this my determination

was taken at once. Th^t very night I bor¬
rowed a suit of clothes from my brother
(without his knowledge), mounted my favor¬
ite mare Pepita, and cantered away for the
city cf Seville. Of course that was a

dreadful thing to do in Spain I I knew well
enough that I had committed the unpar¬
donable aln, and that my father would cer¬

tainly flisown me. He would henceforth
look upon me as an outcast, as one buried
in sin. But I was wild with love and
Jealousy. I reasoned not; I only followed
my blind Impulse.

"1 found my recreant lover the hero of
Seville, the favorite of all the ladies.for a

successful toreador, or bull fighter, is held
next to the clergy in the estimation of our

people. It was true also about the Con-
aesa. She sat in her box every evening,
and It seemed that he fought only for hei
favor and risked his life only for her
smiles.
"I wa& enraged, but I was at the same

time cool and collected. I meant either to
win back my lover or else shame him be¬
fore the people, so that even the Condesa
would repudiate him.
"My scheme was to take a place In the

ring as a rival fighter and beat him at his
own game. It would break his heart to be
defeated by another, and in sight of his
Inamorata. I knew what I was doing, for
I knew what I could do. I applied for the
position as his rival, and finally, though
the Alcalde at first objected on account of
my youthful appearance (he did not suspect
my sex), I obtained the coveted situation.
"It so chanced that the very afternoon I

was to appear my rival had the worst luck
Imaginable with his bulls, killing only
three out of five, and that so bungllngly
that he was hissed from the arena. Each
one of us was to kill live bulls, and the
one who did it most to the satisfaction of
the assembled audience was to be crowned
by the very Condesa with whom my Loth¬
ario was in iove. 1

"Finally all was ready. Dressed In the
garb of the 'espada,' I stepped into the
ring. The first bull on the lists for me to
kill was a small black animal, with sharp
»«>!!«<«, horns and wiry frame, whp had
Ciyeu i Oe attendants no end of trouble.
v thoy let him Into the arena he at oner*

dartofl at the first of the pieadores await¬
ing him. sitting on his blinded horse, ami
threw both horse find rider over the fence
Into the pit behind. Another was nerved in
the same manner, and then another, until
three men had been all but killed and their
horsns gored to death.
"The audience was wlkl wltluexcitement,

and when the banderilleros appeared to
implant barbed darts in the animal's shoul
ders, two of them were tossed in the air, and
one was carried out for dead. Then the
bull raged around the ring like a mad crea
ture. But. really, I was not frightened. I
legged the barrier, drew my sword, made my
oftMsamv to the alcaide, ana then turned
to face the bull. With a low roar, he low¬
ered his head and. charged upon me. I
avoided iiis first onslaught by leaning lightly
to one side and waving my 'mnleta' in his
face, and. as he paused to gather himself
for another charge, a very strange thing oc¬
curred. Instead of charging furiously at
me, he uttered a lou bellow of recognition
and then came trotting toward me like a
calf after its mother. It must have been a
ridiculous sight to the audience, but I was
thunderstruck. Then it at once came over

?r.thatnthi9 Was °?.e of n'-v on the
farm, whose perception was keener than
mine, and who, having recognized me. would
no more attempt to gore me than he would
on.fr^ bovine companions.

He came up and licked my hand, tb

hand still holding the sword which, but for
the etiquette of the ring, forbidding the
swordsman to stab the bull at the first at¬
tack, might have been buried In his neck.
I threw one arm over his shaggy neck and
looked up at the alcalde (the master of
ceremonies). To tell the truth, I was nearly
moved to tears and came near betraying
both my sex and my identity at the burst
of affection of this poor brut%.
"It was now impossible for me to kill him.

L gazed anxiously at the alcalde's box for
i
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I shall once more be happy among my pets
and amid the home scenes."
"Yes," continued Senorita Providencia,

"I am the only woman bull-fighter in the
world. There was another a few years
ago, but she had not the courage. She
feared to kill a bull at Cadiz, and was

put in prison, for, I don't know how many
months. But I, La Providencia, I am aa
brave as the Cid."
"The first and simplest rule of an .re¬

lates to the tereno del toro, or bull's

"instead of Charging Fifecely, He Uttered a Low Bellow of Recognition."
(Drawn by a Journal staff artist from descriptions of her first bull fight, and poses in bull-fighting costume, by Senorlta Provldeneia.)

permission to dismiss him from the ring and
have another substituted. At first he ap¬
peared inexorable. The audience was blood¬
thirsty. For an instant my poor pet's life
hung in the balance, then a mighty roar
burst from the throats of the thousands of
people ranged in tiers above and around
me. and above all I could distinguish: 'Let
him go; he is a coward. Send in another.'
"I bowed low, and, dismissing my friend

with a gentle push, stood at rest awaiting
a new comer. Another fierce animal came
in, with a bellow of rage, and soon made
work enough for the attendant capadores
and picadores, while I bided my time,
leaning upon my sword, and not daring to
look about, for I stood directly in front of
the box wherein sat my former lover with
the Condesa. But he watched me closely
and an exclamation told me that he had
penetrated my disguise. For he, too, had
known the bull, and, although it mast
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(Drawn from Senorita Providentia's sketch by
a Journal staff artist.)
have seemed to him Incredible, he could
not doubt the evidence. I could feel his
burning glances, although I did not look in
his direction.
"At last the play of the tormentors was

completed, and the bull was turned over to
me to be dispatched. I did my work al¬
most mecharflcally, as in a dream; but that
I did it well the burst of applause at the
end assured me. The first bull fel) neatly,
instantly killed; and so did the second, the
third, and the fourth and last. The sun
was almost at the horizon as the last bull
expired, sending a torrent of blood over
my very feet, and I turned to greet the al¬
calde and obtain permission to retire.
"Then there burst from the thousand-

throated multitude a roar as of the sea in
a storm; with one accord the people rose
to their feet and threw into the arena
everything, it seemed, that they possessed-
hats, cigars, canes, parasols, flowers.all, in
fact, within their reach. That was their
manner of testifying their approbation, and
the toreador who is thus saluted is sup-
posed to pick up and return the gifts be¬
stowed, so far as possible. But I did not
do so; I stood at rest until the crown of
laurel was thrown me by the hands of the
Condesa, and then.I seized it and threw
it back! Straight into her false face I
threw it, and it was her shriek of terror
and amazement that awoke me from my
stupor. I saw my lover dart to her side
and clasp her hands, and then I fainted,
The capadores rushed toward me and car-
lied me to the dressing room, while a vast
crowd clamored for admittance, in order
to avenge the Insult to the queen of the
day. For, since the days of the great Cid
Campeador, the first bullfighter of Spain,
who lived and fought nine hundred years
ago, never had the queen of the function
been so insulted as on that day. But, as I
recovered consciousness, the noise of the
angry crowd suddenly abated, so that the
Dlace was as silent as the grave. And then
I knew.to my shame and horror I knew.
they had been told that the insult could
not. be avenged, because.because the
wreath had been returned (as it had been
thrown into the arena) by the hand of a
woman!
"That is all, Senor. That !s the story of

my shame, of my departure from the ways
of womankind, of my embarkation upon
this career of precarious adventure. My
lover? Oh, he would have married me,
but.though it may seem very strange.I
found in my heart not one spark of love for
him. He was sadly disappointed, or pro¬
fessed to be, for I had at one coup de¬
stroyed hi.-; reputation as the first bull-
fighter of Andalusia, and also humiliated
him in the eyes of the Condesa. Oh, no;
she would 'iol marry him. After he had
ceased to be the people's favorite, and to
know him ceased to convey distinction, she
no longer had any interest in him. I think
lie was killed, a month later; at any rate
he sank out of sight, and I have never seen
him since. My first appearance was two
years ago; since then I have played to im¬
mense audiences in Seville, Madrid, Barce¬
lona and other cities of Spain, for the nov¬
elty of! a woman in the arena was for a
time sufficient to pack the plazas.
"Am I not tired of this life, do you ask?
"Yes, I am; and, my friend, the corridas

will never more see me stand before the
bull. Why? Well, for one reason, myfather has forgiven me, and has sent for
me to return to the farm In the hills, where

ground. This Is the space lying within
an imaginary circle, described from a

point situated back of the animal's shoul¬
ders and clearing the tips of his horns.
Within this space a bull may make sudden
movements that cannot be guarded against.
A good torrero, who reads the bull's in¬
tended movements from the eyes, hovers
on the edge of this dangerous space, ap¬
pearing to ignore; but never venturing
within its limits. If he does, bis chances
of a cojida.that Is. of being dangerously
wounded.are good."
Here the senorita paused and drew a

llttl« diagram, to prove her point, and to
further illustrate her description. Then
she continued:
"The most dangerous suerte (or trick)

that I do is the placing of the banderillas.
In doing this I must mind not to get
into the tereno del toro." Here she with¬
drew for a moment to an alcove, and
returned with two arrow-like sticks, orna¬
mented with gaudy ribbons and tinselled
paper. At the end of each was a cruel-
looking barb that could penetrate, but
never be torn out. "These are the ban¬
derillas," she said;, "and this is how I
put them in:
"I stand, as in figure 1, of my sketch, at

point B. The bull is at A. He is very
angry, for he has killed a horse already,
and he is making up his mind to charge
at me. I stamp and shout and mock him.
Then, as he approaches, I throw my body
far to the right, to C, and the bull swerves
from his course to catch me. At the
moment he reaches point C, I step back
swiftly to B, with my right, just escap¬
ing his horns by a twist of my body,
as you see from my picture. Sometimesi
his horns graze my armpit, and tear my
costume. That requires judgment, does
It not?
"The danger of this suerte arises from

the close proximity to the dangerous te¬
reno del toro, and the difficulty of judging
the bull's exact course. I "must never
move the left foot. In fact, to prove tljis,
I sometimes perform the feat standing on
a handkerchief. Now, when I run to meet
the bull and place the banderillas, I take
a course as in lines DE and ABC of figure

Figure 2,
(Drawn from Senorita Provldentia's sketch by

a Journal staff artist.)

2. If I should follow the lines DF. orABC, I would be wounded, perhaps killed.
"Suppose I am at a given point, and I

approach toward the bull to place the
banderillas. As I reach half way the
bull is already in motion and chargingtoward me. At the proper moment I judgethe distance, and, deviating slightly from
my course to the right or left, just grazewith my side the limit of the tereno del
toro, placing the banderillas as the bull
passes to the right. Whenever a banderillo
is seen to turn suddenly at a right anglefrom his course, and make off without
attempting to place the banderillas, it is a
sign that he has misjudged his distance
and would have passed through the tereno
del toro. Far more difficult and dangerous
are the suertes of the espada or matador,
who must also observe the rules relating
to the tereno of the bull.
The correct and incorrect course of the

matador, who kills with the sword, is
marked in figure 2, the heart-shaped spot
marks the point where the sword must
enter to insure an effective stroke.
"The matador, to plunge in thet sword,

must pass very accurately in a courso
tangent to the circle of the tereno del
toro, as the bull approaches. Moreover,
after plunging in the sword, he must con.
tlnue nonchalantly in the same direction.
Were I to dodge to the left after dealing
the stroke, I would be hooted "fcy the mob
and my reputation wotild be lost forever.

On tlie other hand, revivetec- near the bull on th ,g ^0UU(1 ta thia dangerous, if not rata-
, tfae anlmaigroin. In receiving ^ muleta, oris induced to charge 'my right, and onsmall cloak, held in my through

i^yss »«*.»»
leal my jacket.

.. tlme that I-J have supposed all tms in
o£ ^am working with the '

ud chargeswhich Is a bull who is orave
boldly with his b^d down, ^Thereconditions necessary

&nd hisThi head of the bull m
t(J flgure 2.forelegs close together.

n x-0 \ 0f figureWith the bull's head up, as in No. l « =

£or2, one cannot strike at a Proper a^g [t l9when the bulls f<or 8
between thealmost ^possible to pie

e closelyshoulder blrfw, whlcb^then cstrikes thetogether. ,°fJ- sudden movement, oranimal makes a w<we
sword fliesthrows up his neaa, »"»

air ^_oufrom the hand many feet^^ gwovd directlyseo, you must
k1o.iAq nt a slant, asTctween.tte shoulder "««« |JrJ .la ^I have drawn in - ¦

ngie marked, Itenters correctly, at the ang »
^ la in.will pierce the bea -

t00 far forward itBtantaneous. lfmcnn
) ]oo(l gusheswill Pierce the lungs
is notfrom the mouth, miss,

nice
is when the bull be-Another difficulty

A valiant bullginsi to escupjrse or
dagh0g fonvardbelt he feels

the heart. A cow-| aid tolls. Pierced^ backward or bunchardly bull wiU_mncn ^ shown in No. 4himself together, a.'
he doe8 this, theSr.-SPE? fisted lje Jhe totg**$ .Sa.fA"^SS stroUe .!¦»«

possible.
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:NO CHANCE IN THESE BILLS.
! Running Mictions Which Are Meeting;

With Great Popularity.
^

.¦The best thing Hoyt ever wrote Is the
, verdict pronounced upon Auniversal

author's theatre. ItB1:fwUh a genuine swing and the fungr.ewi.
<un

«<«*>work of
. natural and tiu-Tombstone Insmpt

^ songsid .» the genera,

.CW'" .T""«Bo"ey°:. tr, "I Want Yer, Ma Honey,Ion song to i
,Ma weok in "Excel-whlch she wllJ part of Hammer-"I;-. Olympla. The'..csi^rrr'01-SS^.ne. »' «h« b.r-

Iesaue will be celebrated y

*

rrv,ontif> .for a prosperous stay.Avenue Tfaeat
ers at first to seewas a shock to

haraoter but that of ahim lu any other c
lon haa 8et in, andSS^ hto^^hl. «. »le.

X'piodKio" Md they have materially
benetited the rlay-

b Bet apartNext Thursday nignt na»
the honor o£at the Academj *

with Agnes Booth,J. H. Stoddart, who jmn^^s Duchess,,isffi^ssdsf; c» «h««j»isssr®B&-BS VSSIS! *¦" £
make a presentation. tiug Duchess":?raeSf«o h»f^ ?8h.Vt Qf:>.ys-mh».susssand there is as yet. no s^gn ,vill beof P»blto fa^<> -tre parties, and Managera series of theat

arrangement8 toMax Bleiman ha
transport thesecure special cabie cars^ the city.people

be decorated for the occa-The <*ra willI te g^ has received a letterIsion. AutJior
ln chinew?.of commendation
weeks more toJohn Drew hasi but

he chanceremain at Palmer s
DiUoea" is limited.to sec "The Squire of& mm ^ ^ ^Mr. Drew has sco
would run for some!lSS.nb»tP4r ±S"?r,CaUoTt.nd bUSS'd,KKyime*dlfri..~"5t 1 .avorite

than ever.
,

uo "An Ar-The pretty glil-
-i> say fauewell totlst's Model company ^11 ^^w ^tonTanl return. The English corner has

RM?m?nV^ the greatest successes of the
season. The gowns worn by the girls are a

ThnaJ attraction for women theatre-goers.
J ney.the costumes, of course.are said to

fa<Jhlr>n°H f I $20,000, and are the latest
fashions from -London and Paris.

»are ia?ving IMl'tlw in "Chiminie
wefl nt th8"^ P ,a/ 18 doin£ extremely
well at the Garden Theatre. Mr. Hooper's
"*®P£5£0H8-tJf?9-- Q{~ hov and
Marie Bates's creation of the old Irish
woman are iii themselves sufficient to make

u.iiP'ay a success. It was predicted that
* ?f *£at description would not be a

A. £e,, Garclen. but events have
pro\ en the fallacy of the statement. There
® n,® Immediate prospect of "Chlmmie"

in town
8 t0° many friends

, Ch.a,un^/ Olcott remains at the Four¬
teenth Street Theatre, where his "Ma-

2'i°Jir.neen, «j£,d.rawlnS "w'at crowds. His
S», Molly" and other popular

i ma<*? blin a stanch favorite.
Ihe play Is well staged, and Mr. Olcott is
surrounded by a capable company.

nf th» mw?iel8 and bi?, merry "Wizard
% .

e comPany will say good-by to
the Casino next Saturday. The eo-mic

flnH^rv i
one °f the best of the season,

and Daniels has won a reputation to be
proud of. Friday night the theatre will

decorated in honor of the Twenty-sec-
? .

Legiment, members of which will at¬
tend the performance in honor of Victor
Herbert, the composer and their band¬
master. Governor Morton and his staff
and Mayor Strong have been Invited to
attend.
There has been an unusual natronare

of schoolgirls at the performances of "The
Strange Adventures of Miss Brown" at the
Standard Theatre. The schoolgirl scene is

rL?0U#9e;>,tlle attractl°n for them, but the
rest of the play is as heartily enjoved.
The farcical absurdity is brimful of iion-
rnn'n! ? £un' au1 althou£h It has been
running for some time its popularity is as

gre^t as ever.
J

"iu!.Uar£ R?bs®n bas a congenial part In
Mrs. Ponderbury's Past," and is making

the most of it at the Garrick. As th" hen-

hf«ld i)ut a/tf.ul husband he is seen at
his best, and is ably assisted by Mrs.
UQbson, who, as the concert halljr singer
has abundant opportunities to display her
versatility. The merry play will last onlv
two weeks more, as contracts compel the
comedian to visit other cities.

WILLARD LEE IN HARD LUCK.

He Saved a Play, but by So Doing Jeopard¬
ized His Reputation.

There is one actor in this city who shud¬
ders every time the name of "Gentleman
Joe' is uttered in 'his presence. He is
AVillard Lee. stage manager of the Curtis
company, which the courts enjoined from
playing the comedy after several perform¬
ances at the Fifth Avenue Theatre.
Lee Is an actor of many years standing.

He has always appealed, however, in heroic
roles of the heavy description, and never
In all his career did he essay a comedy
part until the exigencies of the case forced
him to play Gentleman Joe. Lee was en¬

gaged by Curtis as stage manager Ho
grew familiar with the leading rofffrom
reading it whenever Curtis was absent
from rehearsals, which was very often.
At the opening night of the p!av word was
brought to Lee that Curtis had been en¬
joined from playing the part.
"You must go on and do it," said Mrs

Curtis, who was running things in her
husband's absence.

ii
can't'" ,8ai«l Lee. "It's not in my

line. I II queer the show.
But Mrs. Curtis was insistent. It wn«

getting late and the audience was tm
Patient. So, with a muttered blessing Lee
scrambled into the costume and played
the part. He was plainly out of his ele-

nno aDC£ Tl8lbIy nervous. He halted in Ids
lines and was altogether wretched. Nat¬
urally he came in for a deal of censure

not f ua.y om the Press and Public.
Tbat night he wa* told he would have to

ninfl P??? a«a^ He was a little more
confident then, bu not whollv so. But
before the performance was s'topped the
following week, he 'iad succeeded in eel-
ting fairly well accustomed to hi-? new

surroundings
Now the hardest p*rt of the whole affair

Is that, after Immolating himself, so to
speak, he, with others, did not receive a
cent of salary. Not only that, but he u

li'eai thm the. unfavorable criticisms he
received will mi'itate against him when
he puts on his new play. "In the Heart o?
the Storm," early in Martfh.

HE HEARD NO COMPLAINTS.

A Doortender's Criticism of an Improvised
Entertainment.

John Coates, the baritone of "An Artist's
Model" company, has been in this countrv
twice before. "he last time was with

"Jtopia Limited." The first tim«t was on
his own account entirely, and several in¬
cidents, in connection with it, served to
remind him very forcibly of the event.
"Our company had disbanded," he said.

"The piece was an entire failure, and we

were 'on our uppers.' There were about
ferlf 3 -doses "was-f i* -fairly .well
known, and we decided that we could im¬
provise a little entertainment that would
pay our expenses back to New York. We
were in Ohlllieothe at the time.
"The entertainment was sort of a hodge

podge of all the operas up to date. The
house was packed and we left the theatre
that night with enough money to pay our
expenses back to New York and to stay
over night in Cblllicothe and have a very
good time.
"There were no dally papers in the town

at the time, and we were very anxious to
know how our entertainment was re¬
ceived, so we elected our comedian to goaround to the theatre and inquire.
"The only taan to be found around the

place was the porter, who was sweeping
out. Ho had acted as doorkeeper the night
before.
" 'Have you heard any comments on the

play lp.st nightV 'asked the comedian.
" 'Now, that's a funny thing,' replied the

doortender-perter. 'Do you know that up
to this time I have not heard a single com¬
plaint.'
That season Mr. Coates came across an¬

other incident.
"It was in the same town," he said,

"that a woman applied to our stage man¬
ager for a position in the chorus.
" 'Have you ever had any experience in

this line?' asked the stage manager.
"'No,'.she replied. *1 ha\-e not. I have

been doing housework and general clean¬
ing up to this time, but I am getting so
old now that I really cannot stand the busi¬
ness, and I thought I should like to get in
your chorus.' "

Amusement Notes.
Victor Maurel's third and last recital will be

given In Checkering Hall January 30, at 3:30
p. m. The programme will consist of German
songs only.
The Bostonians will play a limited engagement

at the Broadway Theatre, beginning February
10, When "Robin Hood" will be revived, on au
elaborate scale.
Miss Morgan will give her annual concert to¬

morrow evening at Ohickering Hall. She will be
assisted by Mrs. Tyler Dutton, G. W. Ferguson,
Mrs. Ida Stetson Morgan and Mr. Severn.
At the concert to be given by Alexander Lam¬

bert at Carnegie Hall, February 4, Miss Jessie
Shay will play PaUerewski's "Polish Fantaisle."
An orchestra of fifty musicians, under direction
of Victor Herbert, will assist.

While negotiations for the Star Theatre were
in progress It was hinted that B. P. Keith was
after the lease. Mr. Burgess has written, "Mr.
Keith never, at any time, made application for
the lease of the Star, nor have I been ap¬
proached by any of his representatives on the
subject."
Mile. Jane May's appearance as a vocalist and

mimic at the Olympia will be awaited with no
little Interest. As a pantomimist she won
great praise, but few suspected that she was
capable of vocal efforts. Now that her engage¬
ment has been published, the announcment
follows that she was formerly Identified with
operettas, comedies and tragic roles.
The newest thing in the amusement line Is

the American Nickelodean, which opens to¬
morrow. It is in the building at Thirtieth
street and Sixth atenue, formerly known as
Worth's Museum, which has been closed for
several weeks, during the time of the remodel¬
ing for the new enterprise. Manager F. D.
Hewes announces that he will Include In the
departments an Oriental smoking room.

A special feature of "The Lady Slavey," which
is to be presented at the Casino February 8,
win be the introduction of Ida Fuller In the "Fire
Dance," from "Siiiome." In the new English
musical comedy the principal parts will be
played by Charles Danby. Dan Daly, W. H.
Thompson, Virginia Earle. Marie Dressier, Henry
Norman. Linda da Costa, Delia Staeey, Richard
Carl. Babette Rodney, Jessie Carlisle, Isabel
Haslam, Mabel Potter and Nicholas Burnham.
The Ice Palace Skating Rink, Lexington ave¬

nue and One Hundred and Seventh street, bears
out the prediction made for it that New York
City was in nejid of such a place of amusement,
and judging from the quality and number who
attend at the three daily sessions it has become
the oue place whera sociability, good-fellowship
and exercise can be attained at the saute time.
The events that take place during the week are
all of high-class order, and some very pretty
matches are played by polo and hoek»\y trains,
while the different skating matches draw Im¬
mense numbers of admirers.

Edward Vroom has completed all arrangements
for the production of Francois Coppee's drama,
"For the Crown," at Palmer's Theatre, for
four weeks beginning February 11. It will be
in nearly every rssepect a duplicate of the Paris
production. The action of the drama occurs in
the Balkan mountains toward the close of the
fifteenth century, and affords opportunities for
great spectacular effects. Rose Coghlan will
have a principal part, and Maud Harrison is to
be the juvenile heroine. Others cast are Charles
Kent. John A. Lane, Olive West, Benjamin
Hunting, Harry Allen and F. M. Paget. Vroom,
who plays the leading male role, was formerly
in the cou>.>iiieS of Booth. Barrett and Mod-
jeskft.

New Plays
This Week.

Variety Sufficient to Please
All the Theatre¬

goers.
.'A Woman's Reason" and "Bur-

mah," Two London Suc¬
cesses, to Be Seen.

Sarah Bernhardt Will Appear in
Famous Though Not Particu¬

larly Novel Roles.

NEW VERSION OF "GENTLEMAN JOE."

An Attractive Series of Events Promised
to Those Who Attend the

Opera at the Met¬
ropolitan.

Four new plays, an opera which ts new
from a standpoint of revivals, and another
version of a comedy which met with flat
failure a few weeks ago, are the theatrical
menu for the present week. In addition,
Sarah Bernhardt is to put on three plays
which, though not new, are always in de¬
mand when she appears in the leading
parts.
At the Empire to-morrow night "A

Woman's Reason," which is now running
at the Shaftesbury in London, will be pro¬
duced for the first time in this country It
'9 the joint work of Charles Brookfleld
and F. C. Phillips, the latter of whom
wrote "As in a Looking Glass." The
theme of "A Woman's Reason" Is the
marriage market. Stephen D'Acosta, a
wea thy Hebrew gentleman, secures the
hand of IIon. Nina Keith, the daughter of
a titled but impoverished family. She of
course, does not love him, but yields to'the
solicitations of her parents. Seven years
elapse between acta I. and II., and there

S8tenh2"1),,e ln the D'Acosta household
u-t/S K J . vtry lm,ch ill love with his
wife, but is bored by her parents Hu

Aun^Leah1 tf0" }s J?ore attached' to his
Aunt Leah than to his mother Tho wit\.

bellevhfg "'herself °to hhlS ntta<:h,,H'ut' an,{

secures a 'divorce
In the last act the wife, full of contrition'
meets her husband. His old lovo is awal -

ened, and they are acrain nr»it*w7 i*

sy"°r>Hi.« thus presented the play i.^
sort of combination of "The RnniArV
aud^vfola' Anen"fr°U ^rou'" H«nry Miller

vl0,a. Allen are, of course, the central
figures. May Robson, who returns to the
Empire stage after a long absence hit
the role of a "sporty" young- eiri whA fit
brotherth0VKCflentraCn' Edgar Davenport,

of Fanny Davenport, plays the

!« asfolfows:" l°Wn' T*» ««

AIg?i',C "stephen^sou " ' ,Fenry M,,Ier

Lord Bletchley .... w ^ate' WeJch
Cahpt"uTCmicr°
James, a footman . . W ?*w?,7ant

Agatha I'retious. daughter 'of Mr'.' PreUous.AHen
Curtice, Nina's maid.. ^'i/n
Leah D'Acosta, Stephen's sister'.'.Elsie De Wolfe

at Daly's TheSre Tnl Tuesday nl*ht

!!S'U»r*!»»'K.."KtK, eS
rhe Last Word" and "Railroad of We "

>ri
called The Countess Gucki " tiid

Miss Rehan will have the title role The

E.. B
Ml..

...
e .sec.?d week of Sarah Bernhardt at

Abbey's Theatre will be inaugurated to-

of°the*ole*ofD"f14n 1^»r famous rendition
oi rue role of Camille." Mme Bernhnrdf

staoSrvn°aTUh aS lh" ^roine'of D'umas's
story, and her reappearance in that fa¬
miliar play has been awaited with imnn
tlence. To be sure, "Izeyl" was a Si
production, but the public clamored fo^
the more accustomed things. "Camille*
will be repeated on Thursday night and

3iyT»mJw£5| P?i.
g ?? 1 "e Slven up to "Adrienne

dav ni^hVr' ind on Wednesday and Satur-
whL ght! »h.e w111 present "Fedora..

the hlg£ ^iTtor Wlib

^asSff«i»aa «ss
,

lfc- a drama of love and war. The
plot is described as being logical lnJi-
esting and thrilling The fast iit
shows the interior of the Chanel sf
George, in London, where the villain is

nhn^f11 + 1 true co,°rs. Just as he is
about to wed. The tangled threads ar*.
unravelled, and all ends happily. In the
cast are James E. Wilson. H. Cooper Cliffie
Max Fignian, Dole Davidson Hurae Or!

Mff11 rH"ntin^ JaiWs ^Rus¬
sell, Henrietta Crossinan, Minnie Dupree

le com«dy is said to differ es.

/ from the version seen at tho
Avenue Theatre recently, and Man¬

ager Aronson is confident that when the
play is seen as it is being done in Loh?
don, the public will like it. James T
Powers will be seen in (he leading role"
inciurb? ,JanJes7- Tr°^Crs' thf' company ^1U
include Louis de Lange, George K Fortes-

Irwln /'1' Torrance, V. jTfe lilkeFlo
- n. raco Huntington, Clara Wieland,

£.1 « i lntrotluee several specialties; Mai
Del Montgomery and Josle Allen
Massenet's opera, "Manon," will be sun*

for the first time this season at the Metro¬
politan Opera House to-morrow night with
Melba in the role of Manon Lecaut ii
ter Sibvl8 ap"ea.n;'e ln that charac¬
ter, fclbyl Sanderson having sung the part
flr«f f'ason" Maurel will also make his
first appearance as Lecaut, which makes
the production doubly noteworthy. Mile.
Bauermelster, Clara JIuiit, Mme. Van Cau-
teren, Jean de Reszke, Plancon, Castie-
mary and De \ ries art; in the cast. Tues¬
day evening talstaff" will be sung m

Brooklyn, with Maurel as the hero of tho
comedy Melba and Calve will jointly an.
pear in Carmen" Wednesday evening' Mel¬
ba singing the part of Micaela. "Tristan

*'» -be heard again Thursday
«Ith th? De Reszkes, Nordica and

Marie Brema in the cast. Friday night
"Falstafl" will be repeated, much to every,
body's surprise, as it was said to be defi¬
nitely settleil that Maurel would not again
be seen in his famous creation thia
season. .Saturday afternoon Calve will Klujr
in . Mefistofele," assisted by Ed de Reszke
Mine. Mantelli. Cremonini and Vanni. Satl
urday night will be devoted to "Les Hugue¬
nots," with Mme. von Januschowsky, Mme
Scalchi, Mile. Bauermelster, Marie Enclo
and Russltano, Aramondi, Castlemary an<\
Ancora in the cast. At the concert to¬
night Rossini's "Stabat Mater" will be re

peated by request. The soloists will ¦>*
Nordica, Beeth, Brema. Scalchi, Plancon
Mauguiere and Oampanari. Franz Oudrl*
cek the violinist, will give several se¬

lections.
A new comedy, by Richard Nord-

mann author of "Fallen Angels," will
be given at the Irving Place Theatre
Ihursday night. The cast includes Adolf
Link, Max Blra, Charlotte Durand, Julius
Strobl, Hermann Selinieizer, Gusti Forst
Bertha Kulin, Josetlne Nebauer and Hi)'
ma Schlueter. Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday "Sle Wird Ge Kuesst" will be
repeated. On Friday evening the first Ger¬
man performance of "Romeo and Juliet"
will be given. At the Saturday matinee
Goethe's "Faust" will be the bill, and on
Saturday night "Die Ueberzaclillgen" Is «

Jbu repeated..


